Gary Fong
Director of Communications
(706) 654-2728, ext. 396 - Office
(678) 772-8385 - Mobile
gfong@deltawingtech.com

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DON PANOZ RECEIVES LEADERSHIP AWARD FROM LYN ST. JAMES AND
THE WOMEN’S SPORTS FOUNDATION
The Women in the Winner’s Circle Leadership Award, created in honor of Paul Newman, recognizes
those who foster opportunities for women in the automotive and competitive motorsports fields
Braselton, Ga., Oct. 3, 2015 – Don Panoz, chairman of DeltaWing Technology Group and long
recognized in motorsports as the founder of the Panoz Motor Sport Group, the American Le Mans
Series (ALMS), and the Women's Global GT Series, has been named the 2015 recipient of the Women
in the Winner’s Circle Leadership Award, presented by motorsports pioneer Lyn St. James and the
Women’s Sports Foundation.
Panoz is recognized for his many contributions and support of women in automotive and motorsports.
St. James created the Women in the Winner’s Circle Leadership Award in honor of Paul Newman, a
legend in entertainment, racing and philanthropy. In 2008 his Newman’s Own Foundation provided the
initial funding that enabled St. James – former president of the Women’s Sports Foundation – to
establish the Project Podium Scholarship for women in racing.
In 1999 Panoz founded the Women's Global GT Series, a road racing series open to professional
female drivers piloting identically prepared 400-horsepower Panoz Esperante GT race cars. Far from a
powder-puff derby, the Women's Global GT Series featured professional racers from around the world.
The series merged with the Panoz GT Series, perhaps a victim of simply being ahead of its time.
St. James, then the executive director of the Women's Global GT Series, recalled initially balking at the
idea. “I proposed to Don a mixed doubles concept, similar to tennis with one female and male driver on
the team,” she said. “But Don held his ground and felt a female-only series would not only provide more
opportunities for women drivers, but be more popular with the fans.”
“I’m very honored and humbled to receive this award,” said Panoz. “My father taught me to work hard
and never give up, and this has been my driving force. It’s what has energized me to do things like start
a motorsports program, multiple international racing series like ALMS and the Women's Global GT
Series, and race the DeltaWing.”

Panoz, a successful entrepreneur who ardently believes success lies in not following the status quo,
continues to not see the world along gender lines. Since 2013 Katherine Legge has been a constant on
the Claro/Tracfone DeltaWing Racing Cars team piloting the radically innovative and highly efficient
DeltaWing Roadster before moving to the DeltaWing DWC-13 Coupe race car in 2013.
Legge remains the first and only woman to lead an ALMS race, doing so in the DeltaWing at Road
America in 2013. Her tie to Panoz dates back to her days racing in the 2007-‘08 Champ Car World
Series that featured Panoz DP01 Cosworth V8-powered open-wheel race cars.
The Claro/Tracfone DeltaWing Racing Cars DWC-13 Coupe competes in the IMSA-sanctioned 2015
TUDOR United SportsCar Championship and operates on the principle of greatly reduced overall mass.
It is about half of the weight, has half the drag, needs roughly half the horsepower, and consumes half
of the fuel of other race cars in its class, yet deliver the same performance. Panoz is bringing this
technology to street-legal vehicles.
Past Women in the Winner’s Circle Leadership Award recipients include Dan Davis, former director of
Ford Racing; Tom Binford, chief steward of the Indianapolis 500 from 1974 to 1995; Mike Helton,
president of NASCAR; the Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA) for establishing the FIA
Women & Motor Sport Commission; the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) for its long history of
supporting women in motorsports; and Lisa Noble, president of the Sports Car Club of America
(SCCA).
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About The Women’s Sports Foundation
The Women’s Sports Foundation – the leading authority on the participation of women and girls in sports – is dedicated to creating
leaders by ensuring girls access to sports. Founded by Billie Jean King in 1974, our work shapes public attitude about women’s
sports and athletes, builds capacities for organizations that get girls active, ensures equal opportunities for girls and women, and
supports physically and emotionally healthy lifestyles. The Women’s Sports Foundation has relationships with more than 1,000 of
the world’s elite female athletes and is recognized globally for its leadership, vision, expertise and influence. For more information,
visit www.WomensSportsFoundation.org.

The DeltaWing Technology Group provides a wide range of design, engineering, manufacturing, and transportation technologies
solutions and designs and builds race cars and exclusive luxury sports cars. The group includes DeltaWing Technologies Inc.,
DeltaWing Consortium, DeltaWing Manufacturing Co., DeltaWing Racing Cars, Panoz, and an agreement with Georgia-based DHX
Electric Machines Inc. All are organized under four divisions: manufacturing, luxury automotive, electric and alternative-fuel
transportation, and green automotive technology. DeltaWing Technology Group is based in Braselton, Ga.

